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‘Il Whew, what a week.

1| In my opinion, Fall Festival is without a
doubt the longest eight days of
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three shifts in the booth and came in every
time | asked. Thank you.

Our Barbecue Stuffed Baked Pota-

g From the President by DeAnna Outlaw

the year. Work begins on the
Sunday before

until the Sunday after i while, at '
the same time, those days pass
by very quickly. As I write this
on the Sunday

to believe th
months of planning, securing
volunteers, vendors and remod-
eling the booth, the 2008
Westside Nut Club Fall Festival

Fred Padget
Harty hang festival menu

and Bill

toes are the heart of our food
dbth. NMamy dhanks go to Fred
Padget, Trena Roedel, Martha Jo
Peak and Linda Cleek for the
many trips you
t6 pick dpi pbtdtoes @nd Isupplies.
Ve mumber ofAtfips edds up to
three runs a day for six days.

As Treasurer of WIA, Fred Padget
was in the booth early in the
morning and late every night to

whirlwind week is over until
next year.
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Without seeing the numbers yet and with one
rainy day, | think we did at least as well as
last year. One thing | know for certain is that
our volunteers were exceptional. Several
WIA members brought family and friends
and many volunteers worked more than one
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Page 4 shift.

Election inf ; i
e Elec |0|:)|n 0 I would like to start out by thanking my fam-
® UNOE banquet ily, as it was certainly a family affair this
e Bike route ride

year. My husband, Phillip, worked in some
capacity in the booth every day, not to men-
tion running potato pick-ups several times
mu s dufing the week.

Aleisha, my daughter, cut 1155 lemons for
our lemon shake-ups (that number is not a
typo). My son-in-law, Corey, came in late
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Page 7 and cleaned the booth every night and did an
e lwantto help outstanding job. Jeremy, my son, worked
e Calendar

DeAnna
order. Thank you, Fred.

assure that our finances were in

We need a daily supply of fresh water for our
Lemon Shake-Ups. The Pet Food Center
graciously allows us the use of their water
for the week. Thank you for your generos-
ity.

Our vendors are t he
becue, Farm Boy, Lewis Bakery and RC
Cola 1 thank you for providing us with ex-
cellent customer service.

Below are the names of the wonderful people
who gave of their time and expertise to help
WIA enjoy another successful year. The
names with the asterisks are veteran volun-
teers that

(Continued on page 4)

Exerting influence upon public and private sectors to accomplish those objectives which will enhance
the natural environment of the west side of Vanderburgh County and serve the common good of the

residents.



Fred Padget on zoning and rezoning, Part VII

This month we are going to look at some of the
required permits for improvements, non-
conforming uses and a couple of other items.

As contained in the zoning code, no building
or other structure shall be erected, moved, relo-
cated, added to or structurally altered nor shall
any building, structure or land be established
or changed in use without first obtaining an
improvement location permit from the Area
Plan Commission. A couple of different terms
are used within the subject of permitting 1
such as ii mprovement
Azoni ng uishatthgy daverthe danse ineaning. If
you want to do any of these activities, you must file an ap-
plication with the Area Plan Commission containing the
following information:

A site plan for the existing and proposed principal and
accessory structures and uses showing size, loca-
tion on the lot and lot size.

Except for one and two-family dwellings and accessory
buildings, the site plan must also show the follow-
ing: property lines, adjacent properties, entrances
and exits to the properties, existing and proposed
curb-cuts, proposed directions of traffic flow, loca-
tion, dimensions and type of off-street parking and
loading facilities.

The name and address of the person seeking approval.

Any other plans or specifications which the Area Plan
Commission deems necessary.

With a few exceptions this information is forwarded to the
Site Review Committee for its approval or disapproval. If
not approved, the committee must state in writing the rea-
sons for not approving and the disapproval can be appealed
to the Board of Zoning Appeals. Additionally, the Site Re-
view Committee may allow exceptions from this section of
the code if the general welfare of the community is not ad-
versely affected, and any member of the Committee may
appeal decisions of the Committee concerning exceptions
to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Upon issuance of an Improvement Location Permit, it is to
be displayed on the premises during any construction or
alteration. An Improvement Location Permit may be re-
voked after 10 days by written notice if the conditions of
the zoning code requirements and/or the conditions of the
permit are not met. It becomes void if construction has

not been started or the use has not been estab-
lished within six months of the date of issuance.

We have now introduced two new groups that
are involved in zoning process. The Site Review
Committee includes the APC Director, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Board of Public Works, a
Traffic Engineer appointed by the Mayor, the
City Engineer and one other person appointed by
the President of the APC. The makeup of this
committee is somewhat different for the county.
We 6| | |l earn more abo

Fred . . . .
| ocat i peals i ® subiequens articlea Bud it must be

pointed out that the Building Commission also has require-
ments that must be met in making improvements or con-
struction. None of this replaces its requirements.

Although the code addressing non-conforming uses is quite
detailed, here is a summary. There are uses and structures
which lawfully existed at the time this ordinance was ap-
proved that would be prohibited, regulated or restricted
under the terms of this ordinance or future amendments.
The intent is to permit these non-conforming uses to con-
tinue until they are removed, but not to encourage their
survival We often wuse
plain this situation. Further, current non-conforming uses
shall not be enlarged upon, expanded or extended i nor be
used as grounds for adding other uses or structures which
are prohibited elsewhere in the same zoning district. lllegal
uses existing at the time this ordinance was approved re-
main illegal uses.

If a non-conforming use is replaced by a permitted use, it
cannot revert back to a non-conforming use. And, if a non-
conforming use is discontinued or abandoned for more than
six months any future use must comply with the current
zoning code. Work can be done in any period of 12 con-
secutive months on ordinary repairs, or on repair or re-
placement of non-bearing walls, fixtures, wiring or plumb-
ing, to the extent not exceeding double the assessed value
of the nonconforming structure or nonconforming portion
of the structure, whichever the case may be. The floor area
existing when it became nonconforming shall not be in-
creased. Strengthening or restoring the facility to a safe
condition is permitted if declared unsafe and ordered by
any official charged with protecting the public safety.

A couple of other unrelated items:

(Continued on next page)
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The Area Plan Commission heard a petition to rezone 0.7
acres at 545 Dugan Trail from Residential, R-4 to Com-
mercial, C-4 on Oct 9.

This parcel is on the east side of Boehne Camp Road, south
of Pearl Drive and bordering the Copper Creek Apart-
ments. When the Eagle Plaza commercial subdivision plat
was originally recorded, this small strip of R-4 zoned land
was part of the subdivision plan. The request to rezone is to
bring this portion of lot 17 into conformance with the rest
of the subdivision and allow it to be commercially devel-
oped. Lot 17 is the only remaining portion of Eagle Plaza
to be developed. The APC voted in-favor of recommending
approval to the County Commissioners. The County Com-
missioners will hear this petition at their Oct. 21 meeting.

Last month | mentioned a proposed rezoning involving
5001 New Harmony Road requesting a change from Com-
mercial, C-4 to Manufacturing, M-1 with a Use and Devel-
opment Commitment. This property is at New Harmony
and Detroy Road. It was previously used as a service sta-
tion that also did towing, impounding and mechanical

work. It has been vacant for about four years. The owner of
the property, operating as RCR Westside Holdings, LLC,
wishes to use the property to restore classic cars. The need
for a Manufacturing, M-1 zoning is because the restoration
work will require some auto body work and painting which
is not allowed in a Commercial, C-4 zone. Included with
the rezoning request is a Use and Development Commit-
ment which would allow the auto restoration activities but
prevent other activities allowed by the M-1 zoning except
for some activities which would require a Special Use per-
mit or meet other specific requirements. Activities allowed
under the current C-4 zoning would still be allowed. This
petition is supposed to be heard by the APC on Nov. 13
and the County Commissioners on Nov. 18.

We will keep you updated on these and other events as they
occur. Agendas and minutes for both the APC and BZA
including Staff Reports can be viewed at
ww.evansvilleapc.com.

As always, be involved.

Zoning and Rezoning(Continued from page 2)

Recreational vehicles, trailers, mobile homes and
manufactured homes with an inside area of less
than 720 square feet may not be used as living or
sleeping quarters within the City except when
within the confines of an approved mobile home
court.

A garage or yard sale may be conducted two times in a
calendar year on residential and some other proper-
ties for no more than three consecutive days each.
All personal property exhibited for sale outside
during the sale must be removed and placed within
a structure immediately following the last day of

such sale. All signs erected for such garage or yard
sale must also be immediately removed.

This series of articles is not intended to be a definitive
study of the code but rather to create an awareness on the
part of the reader that these subjects are covered in great
detail in the zoning code. Those involved in any of these
or other areas of zoning should seek advice from the APC
or other professionals.

We o6 | | continue this seri
aspect of the rezoning process you would like me to ad-
dress, please let me know at fcpadget@aol.com or 428-
2529.

Annual Meeting o

Mark your calendar

WIA Annual Banquet, Meeting and Election of Officers and Directors will be held Friday, Nov. 21,
at the University of Southern Indiana.

€es



candidates and the FIRST BIKE ROUTE RIDE
two Vanderburgh County referendum questions. A Bike Route Ride, open to people of all abilities, is being
held on Oct. 25, to celebrate the designation of several bi-

In addition the League worked with WNIN to broadcast ; :
cycle routes in Evansville.

live three local debates as well as a discussion of the
EVSC referendum. These programs can be viewed online

at http://www.wnin.org/election-2008/the-candidates.html 1 N ride will begin at 9 .a.m. at the West Branch Library

on West Franklin Street. Participants will cycle from the
library to the Pigeon Creek Greenway, into downtown

UNOE SPARKPLUG BAN QU ET along the greenway, and back to Franklin Street and the
United Neighborhoods of Evansville will hold its 13th An- West Side via Cherry Street and MLK Jr. Boulevard/Mary
nual Sparkplug Banguet on Friday, Nov. 14, startingat6  Street.

p-m. at the Scottish Rite Community Center at 203 Chest- This loop will be about five miles, although riders have the

nut St. in downtown Evansville. This year's theme will be option to continue to Howell Park and beyond. The ride is

"Passing the Torch" in honor of the recently concluded being organized by the Miles Ahead Coalition, which
Olympics. Many of the member neighborhood associations wants it to become an annual event.

From the President(Continued from page 1)

v Bl have worked previous years as well. Thank you to the veterans and first timers alike. We
/B8 coul dnot have done it without you.

Karen Bauer*, Dot Berning*, Terry Berning*, Tami Brown*, Rita Brunner*, David Bry-
ant , Brenda Carrigan*, Linda Cleek*, John Dillingham, Chris Doehrmann, Paul Farmer*,
Michael Fisher, Wayne Gerteisen*, Bill Harty*, Gene Hollencamp, Aphrodite Hudson*,
i Laverne Jankowski, Bill Jeffers*, Brenda Jeffers*, Corey Joest*, Kevin King, Marsha
King, Bonnie Kolb*, Rene Koressel*, Andy Lockard*, Katie Lockard*, Michael
Lockard*, Beth Lovell*, Neal McKinney, Joyce Moers*, Sharon Morrow, Melanie Notter,
Aleisha Outlaw™*, Andrea Outlaw, DeWayne Outlaw, Jeremy Outlaw*, Phillip Outlaw*,
Fred Padget*, Christie Paulin*, Mike Paulin*, Martha Jo Peak*, Chris Reddington*, Kim
Reddington*, Dave Rockwood*, Trena Roedel*, Marty Runge, Mel Runge*, Luther
Festival means hauling in  gchmitt, Karen Selby, Steve Selby, Linda Singer, Carolyn Stagg*, Mizell Stewart 111, Dave
and out Summers*, Debi Toone, Kim Wurm.

ELECTION INFOON WEBITES wil! present fisparkplugol awa
By Pam Locker made outstandin_g efforts for_their neighbf)rhoods. The _
The League of Women Voters of Southwestern Indiana ~ guest speaker will be C. Christy Baker, director of admis-
has pulled together sions for the Bachelor and Master of Social Work pro-
local election infor- (R | grams. I understand that she is a great speaker. Dinner will
mation on its web- ' ’ be served.
site at ‘
www.lwvswin.org. All Westside Improvement Association members are wel-
There you can find come to attend. The cost for WIA and other neighborhood
information about association members is $10. Reservations and payment
early voting at the must be made by Thursday, Oct. 30. Reservations can be
libraries as well as made by calling UNOE at 428-4243 or e-mail
links to various unoel@msn. com. Itdéds al ways a
websites with infor-
mation about the
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MUSINGS OF AN
INNOCENT
BYSTANDER

by Steve McCallister

The first thing | found
out was that our buses
donodt run
Uh oh.

Second, | looked at the
route maps. | could

This column is intended to stimul tell the times when the

thought and perhaps corrective action bus left the terminal
as needed. While nguartisan, it does downtown and made it

NOT represent the thoughts or amy the West Side Schnucks, but no
Off|C|aI Stance Of the WeStS|de Irﬁther times along the routes were
provement Association or its Dire(%osted. That was a problem. The Sa-
tors. Readership input is appreciated;annan website had a timetable for

Steve

You canot get

every stop along the route. In addition,

other thoughts about roadways andtereq along the routes but not at every

transportation

This past summer | was in Savannah,
Ga., for the biennial Gathering of the
Clan McAlister. | was at a hotel far
from the downtown historical area
where | needed to go. Knowing the
cost of cab fare (and believe me, it
aindot cheap), I
shuttle or the city bus lines.

As it turned out, the city bus was the
best deal going. | accessed the internet
and found the route | needed, and a
complete timetable. The buses there,
on a Sunday morning, run every 20
minutes, and | found out exactly when
I needed to be at the stop and when |
would get to my destination down-
town. | walked a half block to the near-
est bus stop and soon caught the sched-
uled bus. It was full and | had to stand
most of the way. But it was quick,
efficient and cost a buck. The stops
were well marked with signs different
from regular information signs so that
they stand out, and every stop had a
bench or shelter.

A few weeks ago, my trusty truck quit
running, and it looked like | would be
without it for an entire weekend. |
went again to the internet and looked
up the Evansville METS bus info.

stop.

It seems to me that if the goal is to in-
crease ridership everything should be
done to make the experience as easy as
possible. The Evansville attempts seem
half-hearted. | wonder why.

WiRally v haBebur &réb® badk i &
least Maryland and Franklin at St. Jo-
seph Avenue. | do wonder, though,
why it took the contractors two weeks
from the time they were striped and
signed to reopen them to traffic.
About a month ago, | tried to get from
my house to St. Mary Church down-
town on a Wednesday afternoon. The
first hurdle was trying to get across St.
Joseph Avenue. With Maryland and
Franklin closed and all the little side
streets between closed as well, that
was no easy task. Delaware was sup-
posed to be open, as was Virginia
Street. But on Virginia Street, traffic
was backed up nearly to Mount

Vernon Avenue, and Delaware was
closed to east bound traffic. That left
omdynthe LSoydn addal ynade the detour
all the way around and up to Barker to
access Lloyd.

I finally got across St. Joseph. Then
the next hurdle was getting across Pi-
geon Creek and the Railroad Tracks.
Ohio, Franklin and Maryland were all
closed due to a stopped train. | suspect
the 5 p.m. freight was early and had to
wait till it could get through the How-
ell yards. As | moved eastward on
Lloyd, I could see stopped traffic at the

t h @ ERnsvilld tRef® ard) RrchBs scat-2 tBpf the Pigeon Creek bridge, backed

up all the way from Fulton due to the
work there.  Twisting and turning
through West Side streets | finally got
over the creek on Delaware, which was
in line with where | had started on the
other side of St. Joseph.

To sum it all up, it took me 40 minutes
to make a trip that normally takes 15 at
thénbdt. BNbt since the 1937 flood has
the West Side been so isolated from
downtown. Can coordination be im-
proved? | wonder why not.

The day after the Fall Festival ends, a
half marathon wound its way from
Reitz High School, through parts of the
West Side before it headed downtown,
to the near eastside and then back
downtown again. There was nothing
wrong with that unless you lived on a
street with no other access except the
marathon route. There are three such
streets on the West Side: Waterman,
Schoenfield and Lake View.

And if you are trying to get downtown,
forget it. Second Street is again
blocked and the John Street ramp is
gone. | imagine that a few other areas
may also be impacted the same way
elsewhere in the city.

So my
cour se
why not.

question i
t hat can

S :

be



Environmental News

by Dave Rockwood, Environmental Committee Chair

EAGLE SLOUGH CLEAN -UP

Slough conservation area is scheduled, beginning at
8 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 1. Eagle Slough is a 127
acre wetland conservation and education project
located off Waterworks Road at the Indiana-
Kentucky state line, in the flood plain of the Ohio
River. It is immediately north of the Ellis Park
horse racing track. All of the Eagle Slough property
is forested except for the northernmost part, which
consists of various lakes appropriate for migrating
waterfowl. To date, more than 150 species of birds
and waterfowl have been sighted on the property.

The existence of bald cypress trees is a biologically
significant feature of Eagle Slough, since Bald Cy-
press trees are not typically found north of the Ohio
River. An abandoned railroad bed bisects the prop-
erty at an elevation that does not flood. In April, the
railroad bed was cleared of brush to create a trail
leading from Waterworks Road to the lakes at the
northern edge of the property. A clean-up day was
also held in April, and 35 volunteers collected about
six tons of trash.

The primary objective of the next clean-up is to go
deeper into the woods to pull out trash that has been
dumped there over the years. Tires and other mos-
quito breeding items and places will be targeted.
Current plans call for the creation of a public natural
area at Eagle Slough, primarily reserved for hiking,
wildlife viewing and environmental education. A
parking lot will be built off of Waterworks Road
with an informational kiosk and an outdoor class-

A trash clean-up at the recently founded Eagle §

ey room for visitors. The trail
@ will be improved and
Bl made handicap-accessible.
Along the trail, benches
will be constructed along
B with education signage,
and the trail will end at an
M observation deck to be
constructed at the edge of
the lakes, next to the Bald

Cypress stand.

This will be the second-largest natural area in Van-
derburgh County 7 only Wesselman Woods is lar-
ger. The project came about through the purchase of
two parcels of land from the State of Indiana by an
Evansville resident who wanted to contribute some-
thing special to this area; and through the donation
by Traylor Brothers Construction of an adjacent 53-
acre parcel. If you can spare some time on Nov. 1,
and you are able, please come out, lend a hand and
take a look around the latest and greatest thing in
Vanderburgh County.

GREEN TIP OF THE MONTH

There are two ways that we can make a significant
difference for our natural environment. One is by
doing what we can day-to-day to make a difference,
such as turning the thermostat down, recycling,
choosing organic foods and driving less. The cumu-
l ative impacts of bil
very important. But so is leadership. The second
most significant thing we can all do to improve our
environment is to vote for people who will do the
best job to protect the environment and conserve our
natural resources.

The natural environment is crucial to our health, our
economy and the overall quality of our lives. If we
seriously want to leave the world in a condition that
will allow our kids, grandkids and future genera-
tions to enjoy the bounty of nature and live as well
as we do, we must elect people who understand that
the protection, conservation and sustainable use of
land, water, air and wildlife is paramount. | encour-
age you to do your research and consider the candi-
datesd environment al

|l i ons
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YES, WANT TO HELP WIA

Cut out this section and indicate your choice or make a note on your check.
0 Generd-Apply my donation where itods
0 Adopt-A-Spot- Apply my donation toward flowers, plants, and mulch.
¢ Fall Festival Booth- Apply my donation to help maintain our food booth.
0 Memorial for Shirley James- Apply my donation to the memorial project.
0 Scholarship- Apply my donation to the scholarship fund.

Please send your donation to: P.O. Box 6172, West Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172
Your contributions are tax-deductible

If you have not yet paid your Westside Improvement Association 2008 dues, please consider doing so now. Many of you

CALENDAR 2008

Wed., Oct. 22 WIA Board of Directors Meeting. Red Bank Branch Library. 4 PM.

Thurs., Oct. 23 UNOE General Meeting. Red Cross Center. Stockwell Road. 6:30 PM

Sat., Oct 25 Bike Route Ride organized by Miles Ahead Coalition, 9 a.m. West Branch Library.

Fri., Nov. 14 United Neighborhoods of Evansville 13th Annual Sparkplug Banguet, 6 p.m. at the
Scottish Rite Community Center, 203 Chestnut St.

Fri., Nov. 21 WIA Annual Banquet, Meeting and Election of Officers and Board of Directors. Uni-
versity of Southern Indiana.

December No WIA meeting.

Sat., Dec. 6 Recycle Day. Old Wal-Mart - Westside 8 AM-12 Noon

I f you are aware of events of iIinterest to

to the calendar. Another reference of events can be found
at the WIA Web site: www.westsideimprovement.org Westside Improvement Association practices an
AfOpen Door Policy.o0o Guests are al wayg

WORDS OF WISDOM

If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself. & Henry Ford

pay at the annual meeting or |l ater in the year ar
And, there are stildl a few that have not paid t hei
2529 or fcpadget @aol . com. Hedol | be glad to check
much appreciated. Our dues structure and official address is on the last page of this newsletter. We are also continuing to
accept tax deductible donations for our Adopt-A-Spot and a memor i al for Shir
preliminary plans for Shirleybds memori al soon.



Membership Application
Individuald $10 Full-time Studentd $5 Corporate/Organizationd $25
Householdd $15 Centuryd $100

Your yearly dues includes all issues of our newsletter and a voice in what happens to the Westside.
Mail checks to: Westside Improvement Association Inc., P.O. Box 6172, W. Wabash Station, Evansville, IN 47719-0172
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Name: é 6 6 6 ééééeééeééeéeé Occupation: eEéééééeéeeeeee
Home Address: eééeééeéeéecpBbéeseieress Addr ess: eéeéeeé
City/ Statel Zip: céééeéecicegkdeatel/ Zip: €éééeéeeeeeé
Home Phone: eéééeceéeééécpésgiéness Phone: eéeééeeeéeé
E-mai | : eéeééeeéeéeéceéeééemMémber ship Category: eééé

Westside Improvement Association officers for 2008

President DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com
Sr. Vice President Brenda Jeffers 402-5084 or bjjeffers@vanderburghsurveyor.com
Jr. Vice President Carolyn Stagg catsaald@yahoo.com
Treasurer Fred Padget 428-2529 or fcpadget@aol.com
Secretary Linda Cleek 422-4288 or elcee@insightbb.com
Membership secretary Dot Berning 424-8307 At Jarge Board of Directors

. . . Dot Berning Ava Nix
Standing Committee Chairs Paul Farmer Phillip Outlaw
Environment Dave Rockwood Daverockwood@yahoo.com Wayne Gerteisen Chris Reddington
Fall Festival DeAnna Outlaw 589-1657 or dpoutlaw@aol.com Bill Harty Kim Reddington
Finance Bernice Sensmeier AF::‘m%'te Hudson Da‘l’e Rockwood
Land-Use Mike Lockard 401-5249 or mlockard@wowway.com Bill Jeffers MelRunge
Membership Dot Berning 424-8307 Bonnie Kolb Bernice Sensmeier

- . Michael Lockard Carolyn Stagg

Transportation Bill Harty 424-1501 or wfharty@wowway.c_om Joyce Moers Loretta Wallenmeyer
Newsletter Pam Locker 476-9760 or alandscaper@hotmail.com Shelby Musgrave Samuel Wentzel
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